
May 12, 2021
As we prepare for the Bridge Phase, please note the following updates to
liturgical and sacramental guidelines, which are effective immediately:

Distribution of Holy Communion
Ɣ Face shields are no longer necessary if the priest/deacon/minister is

fully vaccinated (reminder: a person is considered fully vaccinated two
weeks following the day of the last dose of the vaccine, whether 1-dose
or 2-dose).

Ɣ If it has been the case, communicants no longer need to remain in their
pew to receive Holy Communion; all may process up the aisles.
However, a single-┒le line for each Communion minister is necessary to
maintain physical distancing.

Music
Instrumentalists, including wind instruments, may return to ministry if they are
fully vaccinated and provide written documentation to the pastor or liturgy
director. Instrumentalists must maintain a physical distance of 6ft. from
anyone else.

Choirs may return to ministry if all members are fully vaccinated ﾛ they, too,
must provide written documentation to the pastor or liturgy director.
Additionally:
Ɣ The space for the choir must be separated from the rest of the

congregation by at least 12 ft.
Ɣ All choir members must maintain a physical distance of 6 ft. from one

another.
Ɣ Masks must be worn by all choir members ﾛ when singing and not

singing. Singers may opt for ヱsingers masks,ヮ which help contain



droplets while allowing space around the mouth to sing as comfortably
as possible with a mask.

Cantors, since they are physically distant from all others, may still sing without
wearing a mask.

Missalettes and hymnals
These may be used by parishioners to follow along with the readings; however,
there is still to be no congregational singing during the liturgy.

Baptism and Anointings
Ɣ Cotton balls / Q-tips are no longer needed for baptisms or con┒rmations

if the priest or bishop is fully vaccinated and he sanitizes his hands
before anointing.

Ɣ Godparents may accompany parents to the font for baptism but must
maintain physical distance.

Ɣ The priest may lay hands per the sacrament of anointing of the sick and
other rites if he is fully vaccinated and he sanitizes his hands
immediately before and after.

Weddings
Ɣ Weddings may include the placing of the Lasso or veil. The Best Man

and Maid of Honor are to sanitize their hands before placing it on the
couple, and then move immediately back to maintain physical distance.

Solemnity of Corpus Christi / Eucharistic Processions
For the Solemnity of Corpus Christi outdoor processions are allowed.
Participants are to maintain physical distance during the procession.

We anticipate additional relaxations or removals of some protocols once we
reach Phase 5 of the Restore Illinois plan. Until then, please continue to
observe all guidelines not explicitly included in this update ﾛ registration for
liturgies, use of masks, hand sanitizing, etc. The above updates and current
guidance is posted to the Liturgical and Sacramental Guidelines page on IZZY.

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://archchicago.sharepoint.com/sites/Topic/SitePages/How-to-serve-during-COVID-19--Sacraments-Liturgies.aspx&data=04%7c01%7cmmackenzie%40archchicago.org%7c12ea5c21ed4141714a7908d91588f4d5%7c4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7c0%7c0%7c637564500313417326%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=MGwCkLWGjncsGW6Gkq1GSlvDwbHXLPeAhIiKcp9JQXY%3D&reserved=0


This message is for all priests, deacons, parish operations directors/business managers and

vicariate teams

With the State of Illinois and City of Chicago poised to enter the 'Bridge Phase' within the week,

which allows for increased capacity limits, parishes are hereby permitted to plan for increased

attendance for liturgies and non-liturgical gatherings beginning May 14 (assuming no delays to

the Bridge Phase), as follows:

● Masses and liturgies: capacity is 60% of the church. Based on measurements taken

during the initial reopening efforts, and accounting for the necessity of maintaining

physical distancing, this equates to approximately seating in every other pew. This is

how to begin managing increased capacity if you have not already done so.

● Social gatherings: capacity is 250 people indoor; 500 people outdoor. This will have an

impact on school-related events, such as graduations, and guidance will be provided to

principals and school pastors this week, as well.

● Offices: capacity is 60% at any one time.

In all instances, all mitigation efforts remain required – masks are to be worn, individuals are to

maintain as much physical distance as possible, hand washing/sanitization is essential.

Additionally, registration is still required to manage capacity limits as well as assist in contact

tracing efforts, as needed.

A separate update regarding liturgical guidance will be shared in the coming days. We are

providing this news about increased capacity now so that you can adjust your reservation

systems appropriately and equip your staff and volunteers for potentially increased numbers of

Mass attendees this upcoming weekend (assuming no further delays in the implementation of

the Bridge Phase).

The Task Force is monitoring the varying dates of full reopening put forth by the State and City

of Chicago. We will provide guidance regarding Phase 5 when timelines are confirmed.

Peace,

COVID-19 Task Force



This message is for all clergy and staff in the archdiocese

As you may know, yesterday the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced

fully vaccinated adults do not need to wear a mask indoors or outdoors or in gatherings large or

small, nor do they need to practice physical distancing. In light of this news, our COVID-19 Task

Force is waiting for the Illinois Department of Public Health and Chicago Department of Public

Health to advise on the application of the CDC's guidance in our local area.

For now, our guidelines will remain the same until we have further clarity from local authorities.

Please note the following:

Schools

● Masks will continue to be worn in all archdiocesan schools through the remainder of the

school year since the vast majority of students are not yet vaccinated. Note: this is in

accord with Illinois State Board of Education guidance regarding masks in school

buildings, as well.

● If we need to revise guidelines for year-end activities and events, such as graduations,

we will do so as soon as possible.

Parishes and Pastoral Center

● All parishes should continue to require masks for all attendees at Masses and liturgies

through this weekend as we work to operationalize the verification of vaccination status

at the parish, agency and Pastoral Center levels.

● All staff should continue to wear masks in all archdiocesan offices for the time being, as

well.

We will provide an update as early as possible next week on how the CDC's announcement

affects any of our archdiocesan operations and guidelines.

As noted, things continue to evolve rapidly as more people are vaccinated and we progress

forward to full reopening. We thank everyone for your patience and cooperation, as well as your

attention to the many updates that are necessary to share.

Peace,

COVID-19 Task Force


