From the Pastors Desk

On Monday, September 28" the Food Pantr;
completed its move from its previous site on 47
Street in Brookfield, to the St. Barbara Parish
Center.

The first part of the move, taking place the
previous week, required the removal of all Food
FPantry possessions and inventory from its former
site in Brookfield. The outside temperature was
in the mid-80's and several trips were required.

Mare than ten Food Pantry volunteers joined the
professional movers in loading and unloading
the truck, and, moreover, setting up the new site
at 5t. Barbara Parish Center, a tedious and labor
-intensive job.

Additional work was completed last week, fo
finalize the organization and placement of
inventory in the new location.

Mike Kuharchuk, the Food Pantry Director, has
heen doing an outstanding job overseeing the
Food Pantry and, until recently, the Medical
Lending Closet operations, as weill.

During this time of ever-growing numbers of
guests visiting the Food Pantry each week and
the substantial increases in overhead costs,
Mike has been doing a remarkable job
addressing the many challenges, both ordinary
and extraordinary, that have come his way.

Early on in his tenure, Mike visited neighbaoring
food pantries to understand the ways in which
these pantries operated. He later submitted the
parish as a potential parner with the Greater
Chicago Food Depository, and he re-introduced
food donation bins at the St. Barbara church.

Mike also realized that he could better serve the
local population by limiting the once unlimited
and boundary-less service area to the more
definite and manageable area of Lyons,
Brookfield, and Lagrange Park. He was also a
strong advocate of re-locating the Food Pantry to
one of our parish sites.

Mike is a conscientious, resourceful, and caring
leader who has served the community well and
has retained and attracted many dedicated
volunteers.

Thank you to Mike and his dedicated volunteers
for their excellent sernvice.

Under Mike's direction, we are confident that the
Food Pantry, in its new home at St. Barbara, will
remain a shining example of our parish’s
concern for the poor and marginalized.

Fr. Brian Kean

Desde el Escritorio del Parroco

El lunes 29 de septiembre, la Despensa de Alimentos
completd su mudanza de su ubicacion anterior en la
calle 47 en Brookfied al Centro Pamoguial de Santa
Barbara.

La primera parte de [a mudanza, realizada la semana
anterior, requirio el retiro de todas las pertenencias e
inventario de la Despensa de Alimentos de su anfigua
ubicacion en Brookfield. La ftemperatura extenor
rondaba los 27 °C (80 °F), por lo gque se requirieron
vanos viajes.

Mas de diez voluntarios de la Despensa de Alimentos
ge unieron a los profesionales de la mudanza para
cargar y descargar el camion y, ademas, para instalar
la nueva ubicacion en el Centro Pamoquial de Santa
Barbara, una tarea tediosa vy laboriosa.

La semana pasada se completaron frabajos adicionales
para finalizar la organizacion y la colocacion del
inventario en la nueva ubicacion.

Mike Kuharchuk, Director de la Despensa de
Alimentos, ha realizado una [Bbor excepcional
supervisando [a Despensa de Alimentos vy, hasta hace
poco, también las operaciones del Ammario de
Prestamos Médicos.

Durante este periodo de creciente ndmero de
visitantes semanales a la Despensa de Alimentos v el
aumento sustancial de los gastos generales, Mike ha
realizado una labor excepcional abordando los
numerosos  desafios, tanto  ordinarios  como
extraordinarios, que se le han presentado.

Al principio de su mandato, Mike visito las despensas
de alimentos vecinas para comprender su
funcicnamiento. Posteriormente, propuso a la parmoquia
como posible socio del Depdsito de A limentos del Gran
Chicago y reintrodujo los contenedores de donacion de
alimentos en la iglesia de Santa Barbara.

Mike también se dio cuenta de que podia servir mejor a
la poblacion local limitando el area de servicio, antes
limitada e ilimitada, a la zona mas definida y manejahle
de Lyons, Brookfield y Lagrange Park. También fue un
firne defensor de la reubicacion del Banco de
Alimentos en una de nuestras pamoquias.

Mike es un lider concienzudo, ingenioso y solidario que
ha servido bien a la comunidad y ha retenido vy atraido
a muchos voluntanios dedicados.

Gracias a Mike y a sus dedicados voluntarios por su
excelente servicio.

Bajo la direccion de Mike, confiamos en que el Banco
de Alimenfos, en su nuevo hogar en Santa Barbara,
sequira siendo un ejemplo brillante de la preocupacion
de nuesira parroquia por los pobres y marginados.

F. Brian Kean




