
From the Pastor�s Desk 

��[Mary] will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their 
sins.�� (Ma hew 1:21)  

In this Sunday�s gospel, an angel appears to Joseph in a 
dream and assures him that Mary�s child has been       
conceived through the Holy Spirit and not through human 
means.   

We believe this is the same child of whom Isaiah foretold 
seven centuries earlier: �Behold, a virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.� 
(Is 7:14).  

A quick review of the two quotes indicates two di erent 
names for the child: Jesus (in Heb.: Y �ûa�, or Joshua), in 
the New Testament, and Immanuel, in the Old              
Testament. 

We needn�t be troubled with the thought that the    
prophecy didn�t happen or that someone got the name     
wrong � each name refers to the same person.   

We can reconcile these two names by recognizing that 
each one provides a specic meaning in the name, which 
is relevant to the me of its pronouncement.   

Immanuel means �God is with us.�  At the me of       
Isaiah�s pronouncement of this name, the birth was a 
promise and a prophecy that would occur in the distant 
future.  This child, who would bring us God, was not yet 
born; however, the meaning of the promise and prophecy 
was that God would come among the world through a 
child, born of a virgin. 

As the birth of Jesus is at hand, the earlier promise and 
prophecy of Immanuel, or �God is with us,� nears its    
fullment; therefore, the meaning of the promise and 
prophecy becomes the meaning of the person, who is  
Jesus, or �God is salva on.�   

By entering our human condi on in the person of his Son, 
God comes among us (the promise and prophesy), and 
through Jesus� life, death, and resurrec on, God o ers us 
salva on (the person of Jesus Christ). 

During Advent, we recall God�s life-giving promise and his 
ine able gi  of love in the person of his Son; and we look 
forward to the salva on that Christ o ers us all. 
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