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Hermanos ¥ Hermanas en Cristo,

Mosotros, los obispos de Nlinois, estamos escribiendo con un sentido de urgencia, A menos que la Asamblea
General actie para renovar el programa de becas [vest in Kids[ mas de 9,000 nifios que actualmente
dependen de este programa para asistir a una escuela no plblica pueden tener su caming educativo
imterrumpido. Sin una extension del programa en la ley de [linois ahora, no se pueden otongar becas para ¢l
ano eseolar que comenzard en septiembre de 2024, Esta es una injusticia que debe v puede evitarse, pero
s0lo si la Asamblea General actia cuando se redne de vuelia el 24 de ociubre de 2023,

Los nifios que reciben becas [nvest in Kids provienen de familins de bajos in - gresos gue de ot manera no
podrian pagar la matricula en una escuela catdlica u ofra escuela no pablica, Muchas familias han elegide
una de estas escuelas como la mejor oportunidad para que sus hijos reciban una edecacion de alta calidad en
un ambiente de aprendizaje seguro v saludable, Invest in Kidsha demostrado ser un faro de esperanza

para miles de estudiantes de Mineis v sus familias. Por favor, ayude a mantener las opciones de educacidn
disponibles contactando a su senador y representante estatales y diles que continiien con el programa Invest
in Kids.

Desde su creacion hace seis afios, [nvest in Kidsha generado resultados positivos abrumadoramente. Se

han storgado casi 40,000 becas a estudianies que asisien a escuelas no pablicas en todo Hlinois. La demanda
de becas ¢s alta; por cada beca concedida, se rechazan tres estudiantes por falta de fondos, Confrariamente a
lo que wsted puede haber oido, esto no es un vale, ni quita los fondos estatales de las escuelas poblicas. Estas
becas se financian mediante contribuciones de donantes que reciben un erédito tributario por su donacidn en
¢l impuesto sobre la renta del estado de [linois,

L0ué puede hacer para avedar? Por favor, péngase en contacio con su senador v representante estatales
para informarles de su apoyo para extender el programa de becas de crédito tributario Invest in Kids én
[limois, Asimisme, les animamos o que insten a los demds feligreses de su parroguia a hacer lo msimo.
MNuestra voz colectiva es vital para la continuacion de este programa, For favor visite el sitio web de la
Conferencia Catolica de Hllinois en wanwilcatholic.org o llame a la oficing de Springfield al {217) 528-9200
pira obiener mas informacion sobre cdmeo localizar a sus funcionarios electos, solicitar un ¢jemplo de
redaccion de un posible mensaje para enviar, o para obiener informacion sobre cdme donar a este programa,

+/5€-r--?‘f-t-’- -rw-ﬁ?-%

U Eminencia Cardenal Blase ). Cupich Mis Reverend Ronald Hicks
Arrobispo de Chicago Bispo de loliet
?&ﬂn aprech Pkt Y /
Mis Reverend Thomas John Paprocki Mis Reverend Michael MoGovern
Bispo de Springfield in lllinois Bispo de Belleville
L] —_—
u -+ e 'I"
+ Band §. Mully /3
Mas Reverend David J. Malloy Mas Reverend Louis Tylka

Bispo de Rockford Bispo de Peoria



) Catholic Conference e

| of lllinois

j—"

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We, the Catholic bishops of Illinois, write with a sense of urgency. Unless the General Assembly acts to renew the
Invest in Kids scholarship program, more than 9,000 children currently relying on this program to attend a non-public
school may have their educational path disrupted. Without an extension of the program in Illinois law now, no
scholarships will be awarded for the school year that will begin in September 2024. Most of these children will have to
leave the school their families determined was their best chance to receive a high-quality education in a safe and
wholesome learning environment. This is an injustice that should and can be avoided, but only if the General Assembly
acts when it reconvenes on October 24, 2023.

Invest in Kids has proven to be a beacon of hope for thousands of Illinois students and their families. Children receiving
Invest in Kids scholarships come from lower-income families who could not otherwise afford tuition at the Catholic or
another non-public school that is the best fit for their child. Childhood is a limited time in the life of a human being and
primary and secondary education is not something that can be put off to some future date when it is convenient for
adults. This is our one chance to offer these Illinois children a good start. Please help keep education options available
and a brighter future possible by contacting your state senator and state representative and telling them to continue the
Invest in Kids Program.

Since its inception six years ago, Invest in Kids has generated overwhelmingly positive results. Nearly 40,000
scholarships have been awarded to students attending non-public schools across Illinois. Demand for scholarships is
very high - for every scholarship granted, three students are turned down due to lack of funds. Contrary to what you
may have heard, this is not a voucher program, nor does it take state funds away from the public schools. These
scholarships are funded through contributions from donors who receive a tax credit for their donation on their Illinois
state income tax.

What can you do to help? Please contact your state senator and state representative to let them know of your support
for extending the Invest in Kids tax credit scholarship program in Illinois. We also encourage you to urge your fellow
parishioners to do the same. Our collective voice is vital to the continued help for Illinois families. Please visit the
Catholic Conference of Illinois website at www.ilcatholic.org or call the Springfield office at (217) 528-9200 for further
information on how to locate your elected officials, request sample wording for a message to your legislator, or for
information about how to donate to this program.
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